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Evaluations
voice student
complaints
about grades
MARIANNE HALE
news@chherald.com
Some faculty members might be
tired of grade complaints after getting
their fall semester evaluations back
last week.
Students fill out Student Input to
Teaching Effectiveness evaluations
each
semester,
said
Robert According
Cobb,
director to a study
of institutional done by the
research.
University of
But complaints
aren’t limited to California,
Irvine:
evaluations.
Faculty also
About
hear
grade
complaints during
the semester, and
some have noticed
a
difference of students
between the way think they
female and male deserve a “B”
faculty are treated if they’ve done
when it comes to most of the
complaints.
reading for a
Researchers at class.
the University of
California, Irvine
found in a study About
that about 40
percent of students
think they deserve
a “B” if they’ve
of students
done most of
think they
the reading for a
deserve at
class and about 34
least a “B” for
percent think they
going to most
deserve at least a
classes.
“B” for going to
most classes.
Associate History Professor Eric
Reed said he gets complaints about
being a hard grader.

40%

ELIO PAJARES/Herald

Shashank Reddy Gattumeedhi enjoys his time with his roommate Srinivas Adapa, left, and his new friend Anil Kumar Malla, second left, both graduate students in
Public Health students, on Friday. He said his friends gave him advice about his classes. “I hope that I can start my studies on Monday,” he said.

A Western Welcome

34%

Campus community works to make the first 48 hours more comfortable for international students
JOSH MOORE
news@chherald.com
When Siham Ziani arrived on campus last fall, she realized
she forgot two important things — sheets and pillows.
But unlike most students, she couldn’t call her parents
or drive to the store.
Ziani is from Rabat, Morocco.
International Student and Scholar Services and
Housing and Residence Life are working together to help
international students avoid that situation in the future.
International students often arrive in the middle of the

Check out
chherald.com
for multimedia
on this story

night after a long plane ride, said Beth Murphy, an ISSS
coordinator.
There’s typically not a shuttle running, so students have
few options to get food or things they forgot, she said.
“They’re really stuck,” she said. “They just need
something to get them through the first 48 hours.”
Ziani had someone take her to Wal-Mart to get the
things she needed.
But not all students can find a ride to the store right
away, said Bethany Ore, ISSS international adviser.
See HOURS,

page

See GRADES,

9
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Gilley elected student regent
MARY BARCZAK
news@chherald.com
Pineville senior Reagan
Gilley was greeted with a song
by a group of his friends when
he left the first floor of Downing
University Center shortly before
12:30 a.m. Thursday.
“Never gonna give you up,”
they sang.
Gilley, Student Government
Association administrative vice
president, was elected student
regent.
He used the Rick Astley song
“Never Gonna Give You Up” in
his YouTube campaign video.
Gilley ran against Fairdale
senior Nate Eaton, speaker of the
senate, for the empty regent seat.

At 12:17 a.m. Chief Justice
Corey Bewley said that the
results were verified and tabulated and that Gilley was the
winner.
Bewley said 701 students
voted in the election. Gilley
received 477 votes and Eaton
received 224 votes.
Former SGA President
Johnathon Boles resigned on
Jan. 30 for health reasons.
Executive Vice President
Kayla Shelton then took his
place as president, but not as
student regent.
The student body was without a student regent for 26
days.
About 20 people crowded
into the back of the SGA office

GET INSIDE THE HERALD

to hear the results of the special
election.
Gilley and Eaton shook
hands after the announcement
of Gilley’s win.
Gilley thanked Eaton for
running against him and then
presented him with a plaque that
bore a red heart with “Amore”
scrawled across it.
“I saw this at Kroger’s today
and I thought it would be perfect,” Gilley said handing it to
Eaton who posed with it.
Gilley said he was excited to
get started.
“I think that we can do a lot
of good now that this is over,”
Gilley said.
See REGENT,

page
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RYAN STONE/Herald

Pineville senior Reagan Gilley celebrates winning the Student Government Association student
regent election after midnight on Thursday morning. Gilley won the election by 224 votes.
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votes against a bill to reimburse
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With no seniors, the Lady Toppers
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This semester Herald photojournalists find
interesting stories on the edges of campus.

thousand words
in the shadow of the Hill
RYAN STONE

K

athy Wise Leonard has been teaching dance for more than 20 years.
Leonard grew up in Winchester and came to Western in 1973. She
graduated in 1977 with a degree in recreation and a minor in dance.
After spending a year in New York she moved back to Kentucky. She started
her studio in downtown Bowling Green and has since moved it to Creason
Street.
Leonard teaches dance to all ages, from pre-school to adults, and often
dances from the middle of the afternoon until 9 p.m. without a break.
Unlike many dance studios she doesn’t enter competitions but encourages
her students work in the theatre. She dances alongside students and
choreographs more than 30 dances for the studio’s spring recital.
She went back to Western to get a master’s degree in theatre and
graduated in 1981. Since then she has worked with the Public Theatre of
Kentucky, Fountain Square Players and Bowling Green High School. She is
currently helping choreograph a play at Bowling Green High School.

2
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Fill in the grid so that
every row, every column
and every 3x3 box
contains the digits
1 through 9 with no
repeats. Solution, tips
and computer program
at www.sudoku.com
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Percent of the poor people in the
world are females.

Pounds of turkey is eaten annually by an average American.
Months are spent waiting for red
lights to turn green in an average
lifetime.

Crime Reports

t

t

Source: http://www.amusingfacts.com/facts/
Statistics/

Correction

Reports

Due to a Herald error the salary of Associate
Engineering Professor Kevin Schmaltz was
incorrectly listed at $126,396 in a front page
article about the top 25 salaries at Western in
the Feb. 24 issue.
Schmaltz’s salary in 2007-2008 was
$26,866.80 according to Western 2007-2008
Compensation report. The salary of John
Charles Reis, former engineering department
head, was $126,396, according to the
report.
The Herald regrets the error.

Arrest

The College Heights Herald corrects all
confirmed errors that are brought to reporters’
or editors’ attention. Please call 745-6011 or
745-5044 to report a correction, or e-mail us at
editor@chherald.com.

u Rodney Hull, Housing and Residence Life maintenance manager,
reported on Feb. 24 that a set of keys were stolen from the door of
a maintenance closet on the sixth floor of McCormack Hall. The
value of the theft was $5.
u John Ward, McCormack, reported on Feb. 24 that a package
containing a white 16 GB iPhone that he ordered was stolen before
he could pick it up from the front desk. The value of the theft was
$200.
u Lauren Collins, Pearce-Ford Tower, reported on Feb. 22 that her
burgundy LG Chocolate 2 cell phone was stolen from the Downing
University Center food court. The value of the theft was $100.
u Cameron Barrientos, Fort Knox, was arrested on Feb. 20 for
alcohol intoxication in a public place. He was released the same
day on time served.

Become your
ultimate accessory...

Don’t be surprised if you turn a few heads!

monthly $as low as
88
tanning

18

CUTTING-EDGE EQUIPMENT• KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF
INVITING ENVIRONMENT • MONEY-SAVING MEMBERSHIPS

1680 Campbell Lane (next to Barnes and Nobles)
suntancity.com
Some restrictions apply. See store for details.
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Donation provides scholarships Bids to be accepted for
for Allen County students
Chapel, Knicely expansion
MARIANNE HALE
news@chherald.com

Katherine Sikora said her
grandparents loved the people
of Allen County.
A foundation created in
memory of her grandmother,
Laura Goad Turner, continues
to give back to Allen County
residents.
Sikora is the vice chairwoman
for the foundation.
The Laura Goad Turner
Charitable Foundation announced
a gift of about $1.5 million on
Tuesday, said Alex Downing,
president of the College Heights
Foundation.
The gift will provide Western
scholarships to students in Allen
County.
Downing said about $1.1
million of the gift goes to a
scholarship fund for Allen
County-Scottsville High School
students who will attend
Western.
The scholarship fund will
give two $5,000 scholarships to
incoming freshmen each year,
starting with the school’s 2009

Regent

Continued from front page
Eaton said he and Gilley
had agreed to work together no
matter what the results.
“I couldn’t have lost to a
better candidate,” he said.
Eaton said that he took a
relaxed approach to his
campaigning for student regent,
but he wouldn’t have done
anything differently.
Eaton said he got the word
about his campaign issues out
through fraternities, sororities,
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graduating class, Downing
said. The scholarships will
be renewable for three more
years.
The recipients will also get
paid for internships they’ll be
required to participate in at Allen
County service organizations,
he said.
The internships will take
place the summers following
their freshman and sophomore
years at Western, Downing
said.
Allen County guidance
counselors and the University
Scholarship Committee will
choose the scholarship recipients,
he said.
Sikora said Allen County has
a high poverty rate.
“Really, the only way to
get yourself out of poverty is
through education,” she said.
The Laura Goad Turner
Charitable Foundation gift
also included $350,000 for
SKyTeach, Downing said.
SKyTeach matched $250,000
of that gift, bringing the total to
$600,000.
SKyTeach students are math

and science majors earning a
bachelor of science degree and
a degree in education, leading to
teacher certification, according
to Western’s SKyTeach Web
site.
The gift will provide
scholarships for Allen County
students pursuing teaching
careers in math or science, he
said.
SKyTeach officials and the
University Scholarship Committee
will select scholarship recipients,
Downing said.
Randall Jackson, superintendent
of the Allen County School
District, said many Allen County
students go to Western for careers
in teaching.
But some students can’t get
high-dollar scholarships, such
as the Presidential Scholarship,
he said.
“We have a lot of deserving
students who are having trouble
paying for college,” Jackson
said.
He said the Laura Goad
Turner Charitable Foundation’s
gift will motivate Allen County
students to do well in school.

friends and his Facebook group.
“It’s kind of touching,” he
said. “I’ve had people I don’t
even know come up to me to
tell me that they voted for me.”
Gilley said he felt great about
his win.
“I am very relieved but excited
for things to come,” he said.
Gilley plans on contacting
Boles today so he is up-todate on Board of Regent events
in the past. Then he plans on
contacting the Faculty Regent
Patricia Minter.
Gilley said he thought that
his campaigning went well with
such short notice.

He said he got the word out
about his campaign by going
around to different buildings
during the week and talking to
students and having friends and
supporters make announcements
in their classes.
He also campaigned through
his Facebook group and his
“Reagan for Regent Roll” video
on YouTube, he said.
He said he was glad that
there was a good response from
the students.
“I wish there was more
voting, but it was decent for
such a short notice,” Gilley
said.

JOSH MOORE
news@chherald.com
A chapel on campus and expansion of
conference space on South Campus are getting
closer to reality.
Bids will be accepted at the beginning of
March for the Chandler Memorial Chapel
and Columbarium and the expansion of the
Carroll Knicely Conference Center, said
Bryan Russell, director of planning, design
and construction.
The chapel’s design plans had to be approved
by a design committee and no major changes
were made, he said.
The $1.6 million non-sectarian chapel will be
complete by March 2010.
The Knicely Center will get a 27,000 square
foot addition, Project Manager Debbie Pace
said.
Events such as employee training, meetings
and weddings are hosted at the Knicely Center,
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said Don Swoboda, dean of The Division of
Extended Learning and Outreach.
The addition will be finished in summer
2010, Pace said.
It will cost $4.1 million, according to the
capital construction project status report.
DELO funded the project, Swoboda said.
The addition will let the center host more
events since it is often already booked when
people call to reserve the space, Swoboda said.
It will also help the center be able to host
different types of events, he said.
“Many times large events will want a space in
Bowling Green and it’s very limited,” Swoboda
said. “This will allow us to meet some of those
needs.”
The addition will be a large conference area
that can seat about 600 people, Swoboda said.
It could also be divided into several rooms
with partitions, he said.
The construction should not interrupt the
center’s current services, Pace said.
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OTTOMS

TOPS to the
delicious bacon
on the new Arby’s
Roastburger.

Opinion

TOPS to the seniors’ effort on the
men’s basketball
team.

BOTTOMS to
the men’s basketball team playing
its last home game
tonight.

TOPS to new
signs that identify
buildings.

BOTTOMS to
the gaping holes in
the ground where
the signs will go.
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SUBMISSIONS
The Herald encourages
readers to write letters
and commentaries
on topics of public
interest. Here are a few
guidelines:
1. Letters should not exceed
250 words, and commentaries should be 700-800
words.
2. Originality counts. Please
don’t submit plagiarized
work.
3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number,
home town and classification
or title.
4. Letters may not run in
every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for
style, grammar, length and
clarity. The Herald does NOT
print libelous submissions.
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EDITORIAL

Be a superhero
Open letter to new student regent
Dear Reagan,

BOTTOMS to
the Roastburger
produce probably
being less than
ripe.
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Congratulations on being
elected as the student representative on the Board of Regents.
Sit back, prop your feet up and
savor the victory while you can.
You’ve fought hard to get here,
but your work is only beginning.
To help you get acclimated to
your new role, the Herald has
some tips on how you can best
represent Western students.
As the lone student voice on
the board, you can’t be intimidated by other members because
the group you represent is too
important to be overshadowed.
You must fearlessly strive to
achieve your goals and keep an
independent mind when administrators try to sway you toward
their line of thinking.
Regardless of the issue,
abstaining from a vote isn’t an
option. The student body elected
you not to make easy choices, but to represent them when
Western faces tough decisions.
Tuition increases and budget cuts are bad. Should either
become an issue, you’ll likely
face insurmountable opposition
on the board. Don’t let such
pressure affect your vote.
Following these steps will
probably put you at odds with
President Gary Ransdell at some
point. Don’t worry about it.
Doing right by students may
not make administrators your
biggest fans, but your constituents will love you for it.
College life is extremely
busy, so it’s vital that you make

an effort to ensure students
know who you are and that
you’re open to hearing their
ideas.
Send out e-mails, answer
phone calls and talk to the
newspaper. Opening yourself
up to students will allow them
to hold you accountable and
improve public trust.
Be professional in how you
approach every aspect of your
position. Your appearance,
attitude and work ethic should
reflect those you represent in
the best possible manner.
Finally, you must never
forget that you serve on behalf
of more students than those
just currently enrolled.
Every Western graduate
who takes pride in their degree
depends on the prestige of
the university to maintain the
credibility of their education.
A rash of bad policy choices would damage Western’s
academic standing and the
reputation of alumni, so maintain a voting record that shows
a commitment to the continued prosperity and growth of
the university.
Nobody ever said the job of
student regent would be easy.
Nevertheless, the student
body has faith in you, and
following the Herald’s steps
to success will go a long way
toward keeping that faith.
This editorial represents
the majority opinion of the
Herald’s 10-member editorial
board.

COMMENTARY

Support bill to give voting rights to felons
Greg Capillo
Lexington junior

As a member of Kentuckians for the
Commonwealth, a grass-roots organization
dedicated to progress in Kentucky, I was
thrilled to go over to disadvantaged neighborhoods in the West Side last semester to
register voters. I felt like I was continuing
the vision and dream of Dr. King, registering new voters left behind by the system
just like his group, the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference, did 40 years ago.
Yet often times, we ran into a wall. While
my friends and I didn’t face the violent
reprisals that community organizers faced
back then, the system still blocked us from
registering the voters whose voices so
urgently need to be heard. Time and time

again, I would knock on doors, encouraging people to register to vote, and time and
time again I would get the same hurt or
angry expression followed by, “I can’t.”
Forty-three years after the Voting
Rights Act of 1965 passed, abolishing the
Southern laws explicitly designed to prevent blacks from voting, one of these laws
still remains in Kentucky.
According to the Kentucky Constitution,
felons are banned from voting for life
unless they apply directly for a partial
pardon from the governor. This archaic,
19th century rule currently prevents a
quarter of African-Americans from voting
in Kentucky; the highest rate of AfricanAmerican voter disenfranchisement in the
country, according to a study released
by the League of Women Voters. While
many Southern states had such statutes
on the books, many of them have moved
forward. Kentucky is now one of only

two states that continues to enforce such
statutes (the other being the capital of the
Confederacy, Virginia.)
While on its face this statue seems
blind to issues of color and class, in reality, most rich and white criminals can
afford to hire attorneys that get their felony charges reduced or dropped altogether.
I have certainly seen the different treatment for some of my classmates from my
private high school compared with those
in my public college. Someone very wise
once wrote “Cash rules everything around
me.” The statistics don’t lie — this statute
inordinately affects our poorer, darker
skinned neighbors compared to the rest of
the population.
I know that my home state is not
the second most backward state in this
country. I know the people of this commonwealth don’t want to hang onto the
skeletons in our closet. Yet it seems that

our politicians don’t feel the same way.
That’s why I encourage everyone to write
letters to your representatives urging them
to support HB 70, a bill that would restore
voting rights automatically to all felons,
except murderers and sex offenders, as
soon as they pay their debt to society.
Many people make mistakes, it’s true.
They deserve to be punished for those
mistakes. Yet I think we can all agree that
those mistakes shouldn’t follow an individual for the rest of their life especially
when it comes to an activity as vital to our
society as voting.
If you’re interested in becoming active
on this issue, I can be found in Java City in
Helm Library every Friday from now until
the end of the General Session sometime
in March from 2 - 4 p.m.

for WKU in 2000 and I have personally
witnessed earlier adoption dates, not to
mention earlier course offering deadlines
on almost an annual basis.
Most professors do their utmost to
adopt their selected texts promptly, but
there are issues. For example, in certain
disciplines, like information technology
and engineering to name two, concepts are

rapidly changing. Adoption of a text too
early can mean using outdated material.
Kentucky lawmakers are currently
considering making it illegal for professors to be late with their adoptions.
Certainly, there are a few outliers, and
perhaps the administration should address
these directly, but I encourage the editor
to speak to a few professors, discuss pub-

lication dates with publishers and authors
prior to rendering a judgment based on
false rationale.

This commentary doesn’t represent the
views of the Herald or the University.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Textbook editorial missed the mark
I just finished reading the Feb. 24 edition’s editorial. I must say that someone
didn’t bother to investigate the issues
prior to dipping their pen into the well.
To assume laziness because of a late
book adoption is, at best, uninformed,
and at worst, irrational. I started teaching

Respectively,
Kirk Atkinson
Assistant Computer Information Systems
Professor

A cartoon strip by Annie Erskine

DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed
in this newspaper
DO NOT reflect those of
Western’s employees
or of its administration.
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Western’s Gamma Beta Phi chapter
defies national executive committee

Western’s chapter of The
Gamma Beta Phi Society
recently overturned a decision
made by the society’s National
Executive Committee.
The committee voted to
remove Western’s chapter’s
faculty adviser, James Chappell,
in January. But Western chapter
members unanimously voted to
reinstate him during their meeting last week, said Owensboro
sophomore Jessica Paulsen,
chapter vice-president.
About 150 of Western’s 553
chapter members attended the
meeting, said Rachel Hanger,
Bowling Green graduate student
and Western’s chapter president.
The constitution states that
members can appoint any faculty
or staff member as their adviser.
Chappell, a political science
professional-in-residence, said
he thinks he was dismissed
because of several suggestions
for amendments to the society’s constitution.
Paulsen said Western’s
members feel Chappell was a
wonderful adviser.
“They had no reason to dismiss him, and they don’t even
have the power to do that,” she
said.
The national executive committee doesn’t know he’s been
reinstated, Chappell said. But
he plans to attend the society’s national convention this
weekend in New Orleans with
several students.
Chappell has been involved
with the academic honors society since 1983, he said.
Chappell received a letter
that states the national executive committee voted to remove
him as faculty adviser. But, the
letter doesn’t state a reason for
the decision.
Jimmy McNutt, the society’s assistant national executive director, declined to com-

C Y
M K

Page 5

College Heights Herald

CAMPUS LIFE

MANDY SIMPSON
news@chherald.com

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

ment on Chappell’s removal.
Hanger said the executive committee won’t release
the minutes of the meeting at
which Chappell was removed
because the meeting was in a
legal closed session.
Chappell said the committee’s decision shocked him.
“To have something you
have been a part of for 25 years
snatched away, and you have
no right to question why it was
snatched away from you, I was
hurt,” he said. “I was mad.”
Don Robertson, co-faculty adviser for Murray State
University’s Gamma Beta Phi
Society chapter, said although he
wasn’t familiar with the specifics of Chappell’s situation, the
national committee must have
some basis for the decision.
Chappell sent the e-mail
about six suggested amendments to McNutt and the
society’s National Executive
Director Margaret McCauley.
The society’s national senate
would’ve voted on the amendments at the national convention this weekend, he said.
Chappell hasn’t corresponded with the national executive
committee since he sent the
e-mail in December, he said.
One of Chappell’s proposals
was to prohibit the future hiring of family members by staff
members at the national headquarters, the e-mail states.
The amendment was aimed
to “prevent protectionism at the
national level,” the e-mail states.
McNutt said he was hired
as assistant national executive
director by McCauley, his mother and current national executive director. He declined to
comment on any of Chappell’s
suggested amendments.
Another of Chappell’s proposals required that anyone
serving as national executive
director have a doctoral degree,
the e-mail states.
The e-mail states that society

The Gamma Beta Phi
Society is a “non-profit, scholastic, honor, educational-service organization,” according
to the society’s constitution.
There are more than 120
local Gamma Beta Phi Society
Chapters nationwide, according to the society’s Web site.
At Western, students must
have completed 12 credit
hours and have a 3.0 GPA to
join, Faculty Adviser James
Chappell said.
Western chapter currently
has 553 members, said chapter President Rachel Hanger.
founders and leaders all had
doctoral degrees before the
McCauley/McNutt administration.
A third suggestion would
require the national executive
director to provide quarterly
financial statements to all chapter advisers, according to the
e-mail.
Currently, the national executive director gives one yearly
report, Chappell said.
The national executive director handles between $150,000 and
$180,000 a year, Hanger said.
Western’s chapter has sent
$16,000 to the national executive director so far this year,
she said.
Another proposal required
that a society member count
national election ballots on the
floor of the society’s national
senate, according to the e-mail.
Currently, election ballots are
counted in secret, Chappell said.
The other suggestions were
to eliminate the time between
when presidents are elected
and when they take office and
allow chapters at satellite campuses, according to the e-mail.
Robertson said he didn’t
see problems with Chappell’s
amendments, and doesn’t
know why the national executive committee would either.

POLICE

Explorers patrol campus,
escort students

EMILY ULBER
news@chherald.com
With their bullet-proof vests, uniforms and police
radios, members of the Western Police Explorers
are often mistaken for real police officers.
But in their opinion, that can be an advantage.
Brandenburg sophomore Aaron Wright said
students often take the uniforms seriously.
The Explorers, Western students who volunteer with campus police, routinely check all
the locks on dorms, patrol campus on foot and
bicycle and occasionally provide night escorts.
They had their first escort in weeks Tuesday,
Wright said.
A group of three Explorers, including Wright,
responded to a call from Bowling Green senior
Ameshia Elliott, who wanted an escort from
Helm Library to the parking lot on Center Street.
Elliott said she’s called the Explorers before
for escorts.
With the exception of their lone escort, it was
business as usual that night for the Explorers.
The Explorers check all the doors on the
dorms on campus, Wright said.
If they find a door that is unlocked when it
shouldn’t be, they will fill out a building check card,
letting the staff know about the problem, he said.
They don’t normally find many problems with
the locks, Wright said.
“It’s a hassle for the maintenance guys to come
out and lock the doors again,” he said. “Usually
they come in and lock it the first time.”
Edmonton freshman Corey Jones started working with the Explorers in August, he said.
The Explorers are trained to have an extensive
knowledge of all the buildings on campus, Jones
said.
“We’re required to have a better knowledge of
the campus than the tour guides,” he said.
New Explorers must undergo two weeks of
training before they are allowed to patrol on their
own, Wright said.
Though the Explorers often respond to police
calls, they are taught to not intervene and to wait
until a Western police officer arrives at the scene,
he said.
“If we hear a call, we will be there to get in on
the action,” Wright said.
Edmonton freshman Jonathan Poynter said
that, while he has seen a lot of interesting things
patrolling this year, one of the most bizarre
instances happened a couple weeks ago.

LUKE SHARRETT/Herald

Edmonton freshman Corey Jones (left) and
Brandenburg sophomore Aaron Wright pause outside of the fine arts center while patrolling the Hill
Tuesday night. Jones phoned a new recruit who
would join the patrol for the rest of their shift.
Poynter and the Western police officer he was
with pulled over a girl who showed them a fake
ID. She was taken to jail that night.
The next day, Poynter checked his Facebook
account and saw that the girl who had gone to jail
the night before had asked to be his friend.
“Crazy stuff always happens when I’m on
patrol,” he said.
Poynter came into the Explorers knowing only
Jones, he said.
But he quickly made friends, he said.
“I’ve made the best friends I’ve ever had
through the Explorer post,” he said.
The group made plans to play midnight bowling at Southern Lanes after they got off duty and
joked about driving to Nashville to eat at IHOP.
There are 13 Explorers in the program. They
patrol every weeknight and for some special
events, Wright said.
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CAMPUS LIFE

Invisible Children event raises awareness

to be involved with IC at
Western.
“This is a good opportunity
Western students gath- to get involved and help othered Tuesday night at Mass ers,” Sanford said.
The group was founded
Media Auditorium to hear
about an international move- by San Diego natives Jason
ment aimed at raising aware- Russell, Bobby Bailey and
ness for African children who Laren Poole, according the
have been abducted from their video.
The men set out on a trip
homes.
The Invisible Children to Africa during the spring
of 2003 where
group
came
they witnessed
to Western to
inform students
a mass genocide
taking
place,
about the situaccording to the
ation of chilvideo.
dren in northern
They docuUganda.
The
group
mented
their
time in Africa
is a non-profit
and decided to
organization
raise
awarethat helps children who have
— Craig Lonas ness about the
that
been kidnapped
Scottsville freshman violence
and forced to
they witnessed,
according to the
fight in Africa’s
longest-running war, accord- video.
The video told the story of
ing to the video students
child soldiers and the violent
watched in the auditorium.
The video, “The Rescue acts of Joseph Kony, the leadof Joseph Kony’s Child er of the Lord’s Resistance
Soldiers,” kicked off the event Army.
Kony and his group have
Tuesday.
The Western chapter of IC been kidnapping children
has about 10 active mem- and forcing them fight in the
bers, said Franklin sophomore war.
The
name
Invisible
Paul Sanford, president of the
Children was given to those
chapter.
The chapter became active who are abducted because
and elected officers last no one hears of them again,
according to the video.
semester, he said.
Henderson junior Will
Sanford said he hopes the
event will encourage students Whobrey said he came to the

COLE CLAYBOURN
news@chherald.com

“After watching the
movie, I can’t see
myself being selfish
and not giving them
monetary support
that they need.”

ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/HERALD

Louisville juniors Samantha Burke and Carley Brooks, Lexington sophomore Caroline Durr and Springfield sophomore Cabrina
Buckman watch the film “Invisible Children” in the Mass Media Auditorium. “Invisible Children” is a film about child soldiers in Dafur
and the efforts of the Invisible Children movement to end their captivity.
anything I could do to help,”
Whobrey said.
Scottsville freshman Craig
Lonas said he has friends
involved with IC who encouraged him to come to the

event.
“After watching the movie,
I can’t see myself being selfish and not giving them the
monetary support that they
need,” Lonas said.

Herald

Every Tuesday and Thursday

Plans for a worldwide IC
event will be released in a
new video by the original
members of the group. The
event will take place on April
25, Sanford said.
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event because he heard about
similar struggles in Darfur, a
region of Sudan.
“That area has been on my
mind for a while, so I just
came out to see if there was
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FACILITIES

A perspective student and
her mother once asked Sara
Clifton where the dorms were
on campus.
The sophomore from New
Albany, Ind., gave them
directions to the south end
of campus from Downing
University Center.
Campus visitors and new
students may have an easier
time finding their way soon
because of new signs that will
be put up this semester.
A $500,000
project will place
new signs around
campus to identify
buildings
and
direct visitors to
where they need
to go, Landscape
Architect Helen
Siewers said.
Faculty Regent
Patricia Minter,
an
associate
history professor,
said some faculty
and staff think the
money could have
been better spent on academics.
A total of 68 building name
signs, five small directional signs,
three large directional signs and
10 campus maps will be put up
on campus, Siewers said.
“WKU is a beautiful campus,
but it can be difficult to find
your way around, especially if
you’re a visitor,” she said.
Some holes where signs will
be placed have already been dug,
Siewers said. The rest will be
dug by the end of Spring Break.
The signs will be put up as
soon as they arrive, she said.
Associate History Professor
Andrew McMichael said many
faculty members are puzzled
about the priorities of the
university during a budget crisis.
Minter said she opposed
spending $500,000 on signs

when faculty only received a
$500 raise last year.
Minter said she thinks
making campus easier to
navigate is important, but some
things can wait.
“I think it is yet another
example of putting aesthetic
appearance over academic
quality,” she said.
Bryan Russell, director of
planning, design and construction,
said the project was in the
planning stages for a long time,
and officials couldn’t predict
what the budget would be.
“This was another thing that
was scheduled a
long time ago, but
we’re just now
seeing it happen,”
he said.
The
maps
on campus will
include walking
and jogging loops
for people to use,
Siewers said.
They
will
be able to see
how far they’ve
walked because
the maps will tell
the distances, said
Todd Misener, assistant director
of health and fitness.
The maps will also divide the
campus into districts, such as
The Valley, Siewers said.
The signs will say which
district the building is in and
what its nickname is, she said.
For example, the letters EST
will be in bold on the sign at
the Environmental Sciences and
Technology Building, she said.
Lettering will also be in
windows at building entrances
listing departments, offices
and other areas in that building
that are accessible through an
entrance, Siewers said.
This will help in a few of
the complicated buildings on
campus where parts are not
accessible from every entrance,
she said.

A total of 68
building name
signs, five small
directional signs,
three large
directional signs
and 10 campus
maps will be put
up on campus.

1922 Russellville Rd.

782-0888
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BOWLING GREEN

Western to install
new signs on campus

JOSH MOORE
news@chherald.com
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LUKE SHARRETT/Herald

Bowling Green Public Works Supervisor Mike Pillow holds a new and improved street sign that will soon appear on Normal Street.
Pillow is supervising a two-year, $100,000 project to replace all of Bowling Green’s old 4-inch street signs with larger, more legible
6-inch versions.

City to replace street signs
CHRISTINA HOWERTON
news@chherald.com
Jeff Salings pulls a sheet of
green electronic film through a
machine that creates the stencil
for street signs.
Shelves scattered with signs
including yellow yield signs,
red stop signs and other green
street signs cover the wall
behind him in the sign shop on
Lapsley Lane.
He puts the measurements
and the letters for the sign
he’s making into a computer
program,
FlexiEXPERT.
The sign will say “Crossings
Blvd.”
Salings is an operations
technician for the Bowling
Green
Public
Works
Department.

Bowling Green Public
Works is putting larger street
name signs on city roads to
make them more legible,
Supervisor Mike Pillow said.
The department began
installing signs on Feb. 12,
according to the press release.
The machine, called a
plotter, pulls the green film
through, cutting the letters for
the sign.
Salings cuts the film off
the plotter and turns around to
lay the film on a table in the
middle of the room.
He shaves out the letters
with a small razor.
“Pretty tedious process, one
wrong move and you ruin the
whole sign,” Salings said.
Operations Manager Bobby
Phelps said 47 signs have been

replaced downtown so far. All
of the city’s street signs will
be replaced in about two years,
he said.
There are about 3,000 city
street signs, according to the
press release.
The old signs had 4-inch
letters, but the new signs
have 6-inch letters, said
Shawn Whitlow, operations
maintenance technician.
“Different font on them,
too,” he said. “Supposed to be
more legible.”
In the sign shop, Whitlow
takes over where Salings left
off. He picks up the green
stencil, peels a clear sheet off
of the back of it and sticks it
to a white, round-edged metal
rectangle like a sticker. He
slides the sign under a roller to

make it smooth.
“And you have a finished
sign,” Whitlow said.
Each sign takes about 15
minutes to make, Salings said.
The project will cost about
$107,000 according to the
press release.
Pillow said the city saves
money by making signs. The
only signs they order are stop
signs because they cost more to
make, he said.
Ordered signs cost about $1
an inch, Whitlow said.
Making signs costs about
$2.81 for each square foot,
Pillow said.
He said the department
will make signs in phases and
install them after it makes all
of the signs for an area, such as
downtown.
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ISSS is developing an e-mail series that will
help future international students prepare for
their arrival, she said.
The weekly e-mail will include information
about how to pre-order items such as bed sheets,
towels and toiletries through the University
Bookstore, Ore said.
Those things would be at Western when
students arrive, she said.
HRL Director Brian Kuster said he would
like to give international students who live in
the dorms a welcome packet with things to get
through the first night.
It might include things such as toiletries, bed
sheets and snacks, Kuster said.
Murphy said she knew a few students this
semester who didn’t bring sheets, pillows or a
heavy coat.
The students didn’t realize how cold
Kentucky’s weather can be, she said.
Shashank Reddy Gattumeedhi said he didn’t
forget anything when he made the trip from
India to Western last week.
But things like blankets took up so much
room in his luggage that he couldn’t bring items
from home, such as rice, he said.
Rice that you buy in the store in America tastes
differently than the rice in India, Gattumeedhi
said.
He got to Bowling Green late last Thursday
night.
He said he left his wife and parents back home
in Hyderabad, India, to further his education in
America.
Gattumeedhi, who has been a dentist in India
since 2006, is getting his master’s degree in
health care administration.
He called his family after he got settled in to
tell them that everything was OK, he said.
He told them about the dusting of snow that
covered campus last Friday.
“We don’t have this climate,” Gattumeedhi
said. “Here it’s something totally different.”
But he didn’t tell them that the sudden snow
and fog caused his throat to hurt, he said.
He only tells his family the good things so
they won’t worry, he said.
About 170 to 200 international students come
to Western each fall, Murphy said. About 70 to
100 come each spring semester.
Students generally arrive a week before
classes start, she said.
They attend an orientation day with sessions
on culture shock, classroom etiquette and other
relevant issues, Murphy said.
Those sessions in the fall are followed by
a picnic at the president’s house so students
can get to know each other and Western’s
administration, she said.

ELIO PAJARES/Herald

Shashank Reddy Gattumeedhi from India arrived Friday morning to Kentucky. “Here in America people are very kind,” Gattumeedhi said.
Gattumeedhi said he has felt a little homesick
since he arrived.
He said his mind keeps drifting back to India
because he hasn’t started classes yet.
“When I think of my wife, friends and family,
I feel it was the wrong decision,” he said.
But he and his wife knew he had no other
choice for a better education, he said.
“She feels proud that I’m in the United
States and she misses me,” Gattumeedhi
said.
ISSS helped him find a place to live and
sent a person to pick him up from the airport,
he said.
Having two Indian roommates has helped
Gattumeedhi.
They are busy, but have helped him settle in,
he said.
They have also introduced him to other
students from India through the Indian Student
Association, he said.
“The Indian Student Association have
welcomed me,” Gattumeedhi said. “So we feel
very happy and proud to be Indian because
we Indians are getting together to help one
another.”

ELIO PAJARES/Herald

Shashank Reddy Gattumeedhi is getting to know Western. “That is a nice paint,” Gattumeedhi said.
“I don’t know who is Big Red.”
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“I think my expectations
are realistic,” he said. “I
don’t think I’m expecting too
much.”
But evaluations have
helped him change some
methods, including how
he grades and presents
information, he said.
As for student complaints,
Reed said students are much
harsher on female professors.
He said he’s heard students
complain about female
faculty members, calling
them inappropriate names.
Reed
said
students
complain
about
males
differently, in ways that aren’t
about gender.
Women’s
Studies
Instructor Molly Kerby said
she’s seen the difference too.
“They’ll say a guy is
tough,” she said. “If it’s a
female, they’ll say she’s a
b----.”
Kerby said it was mostly
female faculty members who
said they had problems with
students challenging grades
when faculty discussed the
issue on WKU Voice.
She said she doesn’t mind
students challenging her, but
she doesn’t want them to be

Students and faculty who
traveled to Belize in January
will share their experience
on Monday, according to a
Western press release.
They participated in
the College of Health and
Human Services international
service learning program in
Belize from Jan. 8 through
15, according to the press
release.
They’ll
share
their
experiences
through
presentations and posters at
the Belize Service Learning
Symposium called “You
Better Belize It! Service
Learning In the Yucatan
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rude.
“Students get used to it
with female professors,” she
said. “We gotta start doing
something.”
Associate
History
Professor Andrew McMichael
said he doesn’t usually get
complaints about grades, but
he encourages students to
talk to him if they think they
should have gotten a better
grade.
Louisville
sophomore
Aubrey Hyle said she thought
she deserved a better grade
on an English paper once.
She told her professor and he
explained why she got that
grade, but he didn’t change
it.
She said she still thinks
she deserved a better grade.
Hyle said she has heard
students say that female
teachers are more likely
to give in to grade change
requests.
Mount
Washington
sophomore Phillip Vancelette
said he doesn’t say anything
when he thinks he deserved a
better grade.
“They’re really not gonna
change it if they already put
it down,” he said.
Elizabethtown freshman
Steven Lewis said he doesn’t
blame his teachers when he
doesn’t do well. If he didn’t
make the effort for a good
grade, he can’t fault them.

Peninsula,” according to the
press release.
Their participation in
the seven-day Winter Term
program included providing
a health clinic, assessing
drinking water quality and
conducting a health education
night, according to the press
release.
Students and faculty
practiced reflective learning
and community based cultural
learning, according to the
press release.
The program also provided
opportunities to visit the U.S.
Embassy in Belize and visit
the Altun Ha Mayan ruin
site.
— Marianne Hale
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Lower expectations could mean higher happiness
Jennifer Dooper

diversions@chherald.com

A friend once told me that
happiness is a feeling, while joy
is a state of being. For years,
this explanation has stuck with
me, helping me stay afloat in
my own sinking moments as
I tried to see sadness as a
short-term visitor and help my
friends through tough spots.
For the most part, I reasoned,
even though we couldn’t be
happy in every moment, we
could be content if we put our
minds to it.
In theory, this seemed like
the golden solution to living:
stop trying to be happy, and
experience life on a deeper,
more joyful level. Simply be
content.
If this is the secret, my fellow
American college students, then
we are doomed.
According to a study reported

on 60 Minutes one year ago, 94
percent of us feel overwhelmed
or stressed. I actually believe
that 100 percent of us are
stressed, 94 percent of the time.
The other 6 percent of time
we’re either drunk or asleep.
And stress, the study implied,
keeps us from contentment.
The episode of 60 Minutes, as
you might guess, was a special
on happiness. According to a
study by Leicester University in
England, the happiest nation in
the world — and I would never
have guessed this, especially
when you consider its weather
— was Denmark, with a
population of only 5.5 million
and little to brag about other
than being the birthplace of The
Little Mermaid and European
soccer champions in 1992.
We came in at 23rd.

The key distinction between
our two countries in regard
to the pursuit of happiness,
as one Danish young man
pointed out in an interview,
was that our society-wide
expectations were different.
In Denmark, he said, people
have more realistic hopes
of themselves and of others,
whereas in the United States,
our high expectations — that
is, to achieve the American
dream of material success —
set us up for disappointment.
Danish people are excited
when something good happens
because they weren’t expecting
it, and if something goes wrong,
they’re not as disappointed as
we would be because they
weren’t shooting for the moon
to begin with.
Obviously, our countries
are incredibly different, both
structurally and ideologically.
A Danish person will live his
or her life without worrying
about paying for health care,

education, child care or job
training. There are generous
unemployment benefits and
parents of newborns are entitled
to 52 weeks of paid maternity
leave.
In America, this isn’t the
case. Instead, the expectation
is that we should take care of
ourselves. Our mentality is that
if you can’t make it on your own,
you never will. Any success is
credited to the individual, and
so is any failure.
The problem is that we
will always fail in one way or
another, at least if we’re chasing
the idea that happiness comes
from having. Satisfaction is
simply not in our nature.
How, then, can we ever be
content?
“Don’t depend too much on
the American dream,” the young
Danish man advised. “I think
you might get disappointed.”
Or, if he wouldn’t mind,
we could all just move to
Denmark.

PREVIEW

HonorsToppers to host first Big Red’s Trivia Bowl

TABITHA WAGGONER
diversions@chherald.com

News brief

Students share
experiences of trip abroad

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

Every day, students walk
hurriedly in and out of
buildings, sometimes carelessly
swinging the doors open and
shut. Others lazily smack the
automatic open button so they
won’t have to pull that oh-soheavy door in Mass Media and
Technology Hall.
HonorsToppers, the student
ambassadors of the Honors
College, were made aware by a
disabled student that buildings
like the Downing University
Center, Garrett Conference
Center and Helm-Cravens
Library lack accessibility for
students who truly need it,
Covington, junior Brittany
Kittleman said.
“This problem is in no way
justifiable,” said Tyler Clark, a
junior from Raywick and the

HonorsToppers’ public relations until the Big Red’s Trivia Bowl
coordinator. This Saturday at 10 champion is crowned.
a.m. in DUC, the group will host
“We have about 19 teams
the first Big Red’s
total competing in
Trivia Bowl.
the trivia bowl,”
“The whole thing
Kittleman said.
is based around
The
teams
academic and pop
include
faculty,
culture questions,”
staff, students and
said
Lindsey
even high school
Westerfield, Honors
teams from Adair
College admissions
and Logan counties,
counselor
and
Westerfield said.
HonorsToppers’
If the fundraiser
adviser.
is
deemed
The tournament
successful,
the
is similar to a
HonorsToppers will
— Lindsey make it an annual
regular academic
Westerfield event.
team competition.
Each game will
“The idea for the
HonorsToppers’ adviser
have two rounds
trivia bowl came
lasting 15 minutes
up at the retreat,”
or 50 questions, whichever Westerfield said.
comes first. When the rounds
At the time, they weren’t sure
are completed, winning teams what cause they would raise
will advance to the next level money for, but this opportunity

“We were
probably hoping
that we were
going to raise
about $250. But
by now we have
raised about
$400 or $450.”

presented itself because of a
student having accessibility
needs.
Westerfield said initial
expectations had been for there
to be eight teams involved in
the trivia bowl.
“We were probably hoping
that we were going to raise
about $250,” she said. “But by
now we have raised about $400
or $450.”
Each team has four to six
people at a cost of $5 per person.
“Our expectations have been
blown away,” Westerfield said.
Clark said the money raised
at Big Red’s Trivia Bowl will go
to installing handicap-accessible
doors for the library.
This is the third year of the
HonorsToppers organization,
Westerfield said.
“They wanted to show the
campus that they are involved
in student life,” Clark said.
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BEYOND THE HILL

Annual bowling
fundraiser provides
service opportunity

Carrollton senior Kyle
Wright has been a big brother
for three years.
The crack of bowling pins and
He brought a team from
sound of laughter reverberated Zacharias Hall that raised $175
through the fourth floor of for the cause.
Downing University Center
“Kyle is our mascot,”
Tuesday for the 26th annual Becker joked.
Bowl for Kids Sake hosted by
Required to attend a Big
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Brother Big Sisters event
South Central Kentucky.
for his university experience
Bowl for Kids Sake events class, Wright has had the
account for 50 percent of the same little brother since he
organization’s yearly budget, decided to commit to the
according
program.
to
Robin
“I really enjoy
Pemberton,
going and it has
special events
had a big impact
director.
on my life,” he
“There is a
said.
big void in many
Wright is part
children’s lives
of the schoolwhen they are
based
sector
without a parent
and is only
or being raised
— Robin Pemberton allowed to visit
by foster care of
Special events director his little brother
grandparents,”
during or after
she said. “They
school hours at
need time and attention from Dishman-McGinnis once a
positive caring individuals week.
that we offer at Big Brothers
Those who are involved in
Big Sisters.”
the community-based sector
The event, which takes mentor their little brother or
place every spring, is one of a sister at home.
series of bowling fundraisers
Last year South Central
culminating in their biggest Kentucky Big Brothers Big
event at Southern Lanes Sisters matched more than
scheduled this weekend, 300 “bigs” and “littles” from
said Brian Becker, executive Warren, Barren and Allen
director of the South Central counties.
Kentucky program.
Children that can’t be matched
This year is his seventh are put on a waiting list.
Bowl for Kids Sake. Despite his
“We get a ton of Western
background in graphic design students, but we are always in
and religious studies, he felt need of more big brothers,”
drawn to work with children.
Pemberton said. “Big Brothers
“It’s an opportunity to Big Sisters has a lifelong impact
show them their potential,” on the volunteers and the kids. I
he said.
see it everyday.”
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CAMPUS LIFE

COLLEEN STEWART
diversions@chherald.com

“We get a ton of
Western students,
but we are always
in need of more
big brothers.”

ARIANA MCLAUGHLIN/Herald

Bowling Green senior Ashley Wilson reacts to her reflection backstage before Monday’s dress rehearsal for “An Evening of
Short Operas” which runs tonight through Sunday in Russell Miller Theatre. Wilson is cast as Bastienna in W.A. Mozarts, Bastien and
Bastienna, the first short opera of three.

Students to perform short operas

TABITHA WAGGONER
diversions@chherald.com

Beginning at 8 p.m. tonight and concluding
with a 3 p.m. performance Sunday, the music
and theatre and dance departments will offer
students a chance to see something they
might not be accustomed to.
“An Evening of Short Operas: ‘Bastien
and Bastienna,’ ‘Little Harlequinade’ and
‘Trial by Jury’” blends the classical with
the contemporary. The two one-act operas
and intermezzo will show at Russell Miller
Theatre in the fine arts center, and run about
two hours.
Mozart’s “Bastien and Bastienna”
is a 1768 chamber opera that tells the
story of a shepherdess fearful of losing
her lover to the temptations of the city.
There is a double casting of Bastienna,
the shepherdess. Glasgow sophomore Ellen

Murrey and Bowling Green senior Ashley
Wilson share the role.
Antonio Salieri’s farcical morality play,
“Little Harlequinade” intermezzos between
the operettas.
“You may find it difficult at first to
understand the words,” Director Scott Stroot
said. However, depending on the skill of the
singer, one should be able to hear the words
easily, he said.
“Trial by Jury” was Gilbert and
Sullivan’s first popular opera — it takes
place in a courtroom and revolves around
the story of a jilted bride, said Jameson
Price, a Glasgow sophomore, who plays
The Usher.
“She already has bridesmaids and her
wedding dress picked out,” Price said.
“The judge thinks he’s all that, and I
pretty much do his bidding all the time.”
Bowling Green sophomore Travis Lowe

plays the judge in “Trial by Jury.”
“I’m a good judge,” he joked, referring
to a line in the operetta. “I enjoy it —
it’s fun. I can get into character — it’s a
slapstick role.”
The set for “Trial By Jury” is extremely
elaborate with wood that was created in the
scene workshop in FAC, said Edmonton
junior Brian Shaw, who is assistant stage
manager in the show.
Stroot is directing, Wayne Pope is the
director of music and Bill Scott is the
conductor. Because of the collaboration
of the departments, it creates more of a
challenge for the actors.
“It’s different because there’s two
directors,” Price said. “It’s hard to listen
to this one and listen to that one and make
them both happy.”
Tickets are $10, call 745-3121 for
reservations.

Talisman
Western’s Official Yearbook

Make your MARK...

By getting your picture taken for the Talisman!
Photos taken in DUC Room 230

This could
be YOU!

Seniors
It’s not to late to be
a part of WKU
HISTORY!

Dates and Times
Tuesday, Feb. 24th ...................... 12PM - 8PM
Wednesday, Feb. 25th ................. 9AM - 5PM
Thursday, Feb. 26th ..................... 12PM - 4PM
Friday, Feb. 27th .......................... 9AM - 4PM
Seniors MUST make an appointment at
www.ouryear.com school code: 367
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Armando L. Sanchez/Herald

Junior guard Kenzie Rich tries to get past Florida Atlantic junior guard Andrea Taylor during the first half of the game. The Lady Toppers
would go on to beat the Owls 66-48.

Toppers

Continued

from sports page
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times when the trust could
have broken and failed the
rest of the year, namely after
losses to Murray State and
Evansville.
But they were led by
Mendez-Valdez, who I’ve said
before has a heart as big as the
state he hails from.
McDonald doesn’t know
how the seniors will respond
in the game following the
senior night ceremonies and
the emotions that follow.
“I’m glad Orlando will be
leading the charge because I
know one thing for sure — I
know Orlando is going to play
as hard as he’s ever played on
Thursday,” McDonald said. “I’m
confident of that, and you know
what else? I’m confident that his
teammates understand that on
senior night, they’re going to be
playing for him too.”
Essentially, this senior class
was told to jump and instead
of walking away, transferring
or giving up, they chose to ask
‘How high?’
Now they’re just one home
game away from becoming the
eighth team in school history
to go undefeated at home in a
season.
On top of that, Western
is within reach of winning
the regular season Sun Belt
Championship for the first
time since 2005-06.
Not a bad return on a
worthwhile investment.

27

from sports page

“We have that kind of
connection. He’s always the
guy I go to talk to when I’m
going through stuff. I’ve
shared a lot of my personal
issues with him, and he has as
well. I’ve grown, and I have a
strong bond with him. I hope it
just continues with him.”
Preseason expectations
weren’t the highest for
Western, picked to finish third
in the Sun Belt Conference
East division — the Toppers
lost six seniors after last year.
When players and coaches
alike could have stuck the
“transition year” label on the
season and looked for excuses,
they didn’t.
“We just stuck together
pretty much through the
transition,” Mendez-Valdez
said. “It could have been a lot
tougher than it was. But with
us sticking together, it made
it a lot easier. And with coach
Mac coming in, he just made it
even easier too.”
McDonald said at his
introductory press conference
in April 2008 that there would
be a re-recruiting process and
that it would take time for
the trust to build between the
players and the coaches.
This season, there were

After letting FAU get within seven
points of tying the game at 38-31 early in
the second half, the Lady Toppers would
only allow 17 more points by the Owls.
Western was led by junior guard Kenzie
Rich and sophomore guard Amy McNear,
who combined for 35 of the Lady Toppers’
points. While sophomore forward Arnika
Brown controlled the boards for Western
with her 17 rebounds.
With McNear having success throughout
the game, her 20 points meant that the need
for a lot of help by Brown and others wasn’t
always needed, Brown said.
“My mentality was just to crash the
boards,” Brown said. “You know, I would
tell (Amy), ‘You’re driving like that, don’t

Story
Continued

from sports page

“He could have cashed it in,” McDonald
said. “He could have been a student — he
could have done anything. He could have
transferred. It’s going to be really, really
tough (to see him go) because he’s my
man.
“He’s a kid that I think represents
everything that we want our university
to represent. Both from an academic
standpoint to an athletic standpoint. He’s
just done everything the right way.”
While his time on the Hill may be
coming to an end, Mendez-Valdez doesn’t
plan on putting an end to his playing days.
“I’m just going to play until I can’t
anymore. Until my body can’t physically,”
he said.

Hometown steady

Before signing with Western before
the 2004-05 season, senior forward Matt
Maresca had people in Bowling Green
telling him to stay and play in his hometown
after helping Warren Central High School
to the 2003-04 KHSAA boy’s basketball
state championship.
“Everybody around town was like ‘Oh,
you gotta go to Western’ and ‘You’d look
good in red,’” Maresca said.
Maresca obliged his hometown faithful,
though his first season ended before it even
began after a preseason wrist injury forced

even look, just take it to the basket,’ and
Kenzie, the way she was hitting, there ain’t
nothing more for me to do but rebound.”
During the second half Western got
another boost from freshmen forward Teranie
Thomas and freshman guard Caitlin House.
House, again, played the role of the ultimate
hustler when she chased after and prevented
two FAU fast breaks along with getting a
steal, a block, an assist and a basket.
Thomas provided another big target at
the post and put up six points with seven
rebounds.
Western’s defense caused plenty of
problems for the Owls’ offense throughout
the night, as junior guard Brittany Bowe,
who had 21 points the last time the two teams
met, went 0-11 on the night. Florida Atlantic
was also 0-11 from three-point land.
The first half was dominated by McNear
who was 6-8 from the floor with three
rebounds and three assists.

In the first half the Lady Toppers came
out, once again, with a three-guard line-up
that would use the full court press to cause
the Owls to turn the ball over eight times
while Western scored 10 points, capitalizing
on the Owls’ mistakes.
Western jumped out to an early six point
lead before FAU made some adjustments
and brought the game back within a single
point.
“Well that was part of the plan,” McNear
said. “To come out the gates hard and
strong with a lot of energy and intensity and
that’s what we did.”
But the Lady Toppers weren’t ready to
lose the lead and rallied back to take a nine
point lead. The closest FAU would get to
Western in the first half was within five
points.
Western will hit the road for its last
game of the regular season at 12:30 p.m. on
Sunday at Middle Tennessee.

him to take a medical redshirt.
But even if the playing time didn’t come
along with the support he received on and
off the court, he never wavered on his
decision to stay home.
“It was tough seeing guys play ahead of
you,” Maresca said. “But having my share
of injuries and things, I was content with
being here. I didn’t want to go anywhere
else. I didn’t want to leave my teammates
or anybody else behind because somebody
was playing a few more minutes than me.”

counts.”
After the season, Walker wants to get
into coaching or continue playing if the
opportunity presents itself.
“If that’s available, I’ll take it,” he said.
“I still want to play this game.”

The Role Player

In his five seasons, senior forward Mike
Walker has had to overcome as many
challenges off the court as on it.
After sitting out his freshman season
because of academic issues, Walker made
the necessary academic progress to gain
a fifth season of eligibility. Couple that
with the torn ACL he suffered last season
against South Alabama and the rehab that
followed, and Walker has had to do a lot
just to keep himself playing.
But the work has all been beneficial.
“I have grown a lot,” Walker said.
“Mentally, physically, I’ve grown a lot. I
can’t even explain it.”
In his final season on the Hill, Walker
has maintained his role as a rebounder,
ranking second among the reserves on the
boards.
“I think at this point in his career, he’s
taken advantage in doing what we need and
what we’re asking him to do,” McDonald
said. “And it’s big because every possession

Our Newest Members:
Ellen Boswell
Brittany Groce
Dana Zimmerman
Brittany Napoleon
Jennifer McDivitt
Sam Dahlgren
Samantha Weir
Melissa McGinness
Jennifer Fyffe

Ashley DeCamp
Maria Meredith
Angie Landon
Jessica Bowen
Kari Keech
Sara Butts
Kady Cavanah
Amanda Waxman
Lauren Hart

Celebrating Sisterhood Since 1874

                     

                  

                  

                     

C Y
M K

C Y
M K

College Heights Herald

Column

Continued

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

Playing through pain

Though he may not leave Western at the
top of any record books, senior center Japeth
Aguilar will leave with an historic first,
being the first Philippine-born player to be
recruited to play Division I basketball.
Though in his time as a Topper, Aguilar
has been slowed by lower leg and foot
injuries. He missed every game but the
first two of the 2007-08 season, and didn’t
see action this season until Jan. 1 against
Troy.
Through it all, Aguilar believes he has
gained valuable life experience.
“I’m glad that I came here to the (United
States),” Aguilar said. “Because if I were in
the Philippines, I wouldn’t have improved
as much, like physically and just learning
the game.”
After this season, he would like to stay
in the U.S., he said.
“One of the purposes I came (to the
U.S.) for was to help my family,” Aguilar
said. “No matter what job opportunities.
But mainly (I’d like to stay in) basketball.”
They’ve each come from their separate
ways, but when they leave Western, they’ll
leave with a common bond found on the
basketball court.
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Must Purchase
Expires 6-30-08
12/30/09
Must
Purchase 33 Pizzas
Pizzas  Offer
Offer Expires
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Please mention coupon when ordering. One coupon per person per visit at participating Pizza Hut locations. Not valid in
combination with any other special offer or coupon. Valid on Carryout or Delivery where available. Limited delivery area.
Delivery charge may apply.
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R
ally
Davis’ status improving

BASEBALL

Continued

SARAH HYMAN
sports@chherald.com
Though the Toppers lost to
Vanderbilt last night, they suffered a substantial loss before
the season began. On Feb. 13,
sophomore pitcher Rye Davis
was hit with a line drive during a scrimmage, breaking four
bones in his cheek. Though no
brain or serious eye damage has
been done, coach Chris Finwood
said on Monday that Davis “still
doesn’t have 100 percent vision
in his right eye, but it’s improving daily.”
Finwood wouldn’t confirm
that Davis had been set to start
as the No. 2 pitcher, but he said
he had expected the sophomore
to hold a substantial role, both
as a starter and in the bullpen.
“If something happened and
we got Rye back by the middle
or last part of the season, it’ll
just be a big shot in the arm for
us,” he said.
Finwood said that Davis
should be cleared to begin physical activities this week, and he
expected to be cleared to start
pitching in about three weeks.

Allen returns to Vanderbilt
Though assistant coach Blake
Allen spent the last four years at

“If something happened
and we got Rye back by
the middle or last part of
the season, it’ll just be
a big shot in the arm for
us.”
— Chris Finwood
Coach

Vanderbilt, Finwood said that
experience didn’t do much to
alter Western’s game plan.
“In baseball, scouting reports
are a little less important than
some of the other sports because
of the pitching aspect,” he said.
“If your pitcher’s throwing well,
it probably doesn’t matter that
much what the other team’s
doing.”

Record-setting season
opener
The Toppers haven’t set any
single-season records in 2009, but
they did enter the record books
in last Friday’s 3-1 win against
Toledo. Western has won three
straight season openers, the longest such streak since 1950-53,
when the Toppers won four in a
row.

from sports front

Carter ran into trouble in
the bottom of the fourth inning,
issuing back-to-back walks,
allowing a bunt single and then
walking in a run before being
taken out of the game.
Cameron struggled early
in his first appearance for the
Toppers. After walking the
first batter he faced, the junior
allowed a bases-loaded double
that scored three runs, all of
which were credited to Carter.
Cameron allowed two runs
of his own in the six-run inning,
which left the score 7-1 heading into the fifth.
“I thought Bart, outside
of the walks, threw well,”
Finwood said. “Shane wasn’t
sharp at all. We’ve seen him
much better than that.”
Though Vanderbilt’s offense
attracted most of the attention,
the Toppers made efforts to
steal the show.
Junior second baseman Matt
Payton hit a home run in the
first at-bat of the game, giving
Western hope that cold weather
and the long layoff wouldn’t
affect its performance.
“Coach had talked about it
— how they’re really aggressive,” Payton said. “We knew
to take them out of their game.
We needed to get up on them
early and take them out of their

LUKE SHARRETT/Herald

Junior infielder Wade Gaynor watches a Vanderbilt pitching change with his teammates during the
top of the eighth inning. Despite rallying late in the game, the Hilltoppers fell 10-7 to the Vanderbilt
Commodores in Nashville last night.
game.”
Vanderbilt’s
winning
pitcher Chase Reid struggled
with control, allowing two
runs on singles by senior outfielder Chad Cregar and junior
infielder Wade Gaynor, with
two outs.
For most of the game,
though, the Commodores were
in control.
But Western mounted a
comeback in the top of the
seventh inning. Cregar scored

on an RBI double by Gaynor,
who then scored on a line drive
single by junior first baseman
Jake Wells.
Senior shortstop Terrence
Dayleg said before the game
that though the Toppers hadn’t
played since Friday, he wasn’t
worried about their ability to
compete.
“We’re very well prepared,” he said. “We’ve scrimmaged enough and prepared
ourselves enough that we’re

ready to play.”
But Payton said that the
Toppers weren’t disappointed
with their performance in the
loss.
“We play them 10 times —
we might win eight,” he said.
“I think we feel like we were
the better team. We just didn’t
execute at the end.”
The Toppers will open a
four-game series with Albany
at 3 p.m. tomorrow at Nick
Denes Field.

2008-2009 Cultural Enhancement Series

MAKE YOUR SUMMER JOB AN EXPERIENCE!!!

If You Are
Understanding
Personable
Well-rounded
Achiever
Resourceful
Dependable

Bright
Outgoing
Uniﬁer
Nurturer
Diligent

And Love to Work with Students

WE WANT YOU!!

Apply at www.wku.edu/upwardbound to be a
Tutor Counselor with Upward Bound.
Click on Tutor Counselor Employment
located at the bottom left of home page.

(re)generation

TAIKOPROJECT

Priority deadline is March 6, 2009

Japanese Drumming for a New Era
Tues., March 17, 2009 7:30 p.m. Capitol Arts Theatre
Admission is free and the public is welcome.
For more information, call 270-745-5204
Co-sponsored by the Campus Activites Board
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Attitudes
made coach
transition
easier
Backpage
Banter

Andrew Robinson
Coach Ken McDonald realizes
that when he embraces the four
seniors on Western’s team one
final time Thursday night, it’s
going to be special.
He doesn’t quite know how
emotional he’ll get when the time
comes to say goodbye.
McDonald hasn’t even known
the players a full year, but already
it’s evident that there’s been
a mutual respect built by both
sides that has resulted in perhaps
unexpected success for Western
this season.
“This one is special from the
standpoint for me personally
because any time you take over a
situation good or bad, you have
to get guys to buy in,” McDonald
said.
Senior guard Orlando MendezValdez can’t believe it’s been
nearly a year either since McDonald
was introduced as Western’s head
coach.
“It feels like he’s been my coach
for a number of years,” MendezValdez said.
See COLUMN,

page

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION

Left to right, forward Mike Walker, forward Matt Maresca, forward Japeth Aguilar and guard Orlando Mendez-Valdez.

Every senior has a story

12

BASEBALL

Late rally not
enough for
Western

DAVID HARTEN
sports@chherald.com

One earned the first triple double. One is a hometown
kid. One battled a knee injury and academic hurdles. One
broke international basketball barriers.
One team, four stories before one last game at Diddle
Arena.

Going out with a bang

SARAH HYMAN
sports@chherald.com
NASHVILLE— Coach Chris
Finwood has said that he wants to
spend the first few games of the
season trying to establish a solid
pitching rotation.
Western’s 10-7 loss at Vanderbilt
Wednesday night didn’t make his
job any easier.
“That’s why you play the first
month of the season — to figure
that out,” he said.
Junior pitcher Bart Carter (0-1)
lasted just 3 1/3 innings and gave
up five hits and five walks with
no strikeouts. Though Carter was
credited with five runs, only four
were earned, and three scored after
he had been removed from the
game in a bases-loaded situation.
Finwood said before the game
that he planned to use both Carter
and junior college transfer Shane
Cameron to give them some
game experience after three of
Western’s games were cancelled
last weekend.
Finwood got his wish much
earlier than he would have liked.
S e e R A L LY ,

page

Through his first three seasons in a Topper uniform, senior guard
Orlando Mendez-Valdez was unhappy.
That may be hard to fathom with the success he has

See STORY,

page
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Senior-less Toppers
beat Florida Atlantic

RYAN CAREY
sports@chherald.com
For the Lady Toppers season-ticket, things may have seemed a little out
of the ordinary prior to a late-season game.
Normally before the last home game of the season, Western honors
its outgoing senior class, but that wasn’t the case in last night’s 66-48
win against Florida Atlantic.
The pre-game festivities weren’t missed, however.
“It was great. Loved it, “ coach Mary Taylor Cowles said about not
having the ceremonies. “Just knowing what we’ve got coming back and
then how well our freshmen recruits that we signed, how well they’re
doing ... and with the signing of Keisha Mosley, I mean it’s really
exciting, but we still can’t go there. We can’t think about that yet.”
See TOPPERS,
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played with. Helping Western to a Sun Belt Conference
tournament and regular season championship and East
Division title in his three years on the team.
But he wasn’t happy.
“It used to hurt my mom and dad,” Mendez-Valdez said. “With
them being able to watch (me play) and see how unhappy I was and
how much it affected me as a person, off the court.”
That changed when Head Coach Ken McDonald took over before
this season. Now, after three seasons of primarily coming off the
bench, Mendez-Valdez was thrust into a starting role. He is currently
second on the team in scoring and is the one of the vocal leaders
on the team, despite the fact that his emotions early in his career
could’ve gotten the best of him.
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ARMANDO SANCHEZ/Herald

Junior forward Jessica Magley shoots while Florida Atlantic junior forward Jessica
Knurick tries to block during the first half of Western’s game against Florida Atlantic.

MEN’S BASKETBALL

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
EAST DIV.
MTSU		
South Al.
WKU		
Troy 		
FAU		
FIU		
WEST DIV.
UALR		
Ark. St.		
Denver		
New Orleans
ULM		
North Texas
ULL		

Con.

Overall

W-L
16-1
10-7
10-7
9-8
8-9
4-13

PCT
.941
.588
.588
.529
.471
.235

W-L
24-5
19-9
16-11
14-13
11-16
6-22

PCT
.828
.679
.593
.519
.407
.214

15-2
9-8
9-8
8-10
7-10
6-11
0-17

.882
.529
.529
.444
.412
.353
.000

23-5
15-13
14-14
13-16
14-14
10-18
3-25

.821
.536
.500
.448
.500
.357
.107

EAST DIV.
WKU		
Troy		
South Al.
MTSU
FIU		
FAU		
WEST DIV.
UALR		
North Texas
Denver		
ULL		
New Orleans
Ark. St.		
ULM		

Con.

W-L
13-3
12-4
10-7
9-7
6-10
2-14

PCT
.812
.750
.588
.562
.375
.125

12-2
9-7
8-8
7-9
6-11
5-11
5-11

.812
.562
.500
.438
.353
.312
.312

Overall
W-L
19-8
17-11
17-11
16-12
11-18
6-23

PCT
.704
.607
.607
.571
.379
.207

20-7
16-11
13-14
10-17
11-17
13-14
9-18

.741
.593
.481
.370
.393
.481
.333
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